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	Uncovering local history and Cynefin: 

Conwy Culture Centre Museum Store

	Type of session:
	Teacher led workshop with PowerPoint

	Summary:


	Introduction 

Task 1 Object investigation

Task 2 Places investigation
Task 3 Event investigation 
Plenary  


	Welsh Curriculum Areas of Learning Links

	For Progression steps 3 and 4
Humanities
Languages, Literacy and Communication

Cynefin (understanding your local area)

	Skills development
	Investigation

Literacy

Communication

Oracy

Curiosity

Creativity and Innovation

Critical thinking and

problem-solving

Personal effectiveness

Planning and organising

	Learning outcomes:
	To understand more about local history and cynefin

To have actively engaged with a range of stimuli, and participated in enquiries
To have analysed and investigated sources and asked questions
To be able to reflect on enquiry approaches

To have used speaking and listening skills and discussion techniques
To have discovered the importance of Conwy Culture Centre Museum store

	Methods
	Through images of real and replica objects and their histories 
Through listening and asking questions

	Preparation before session
	PowerPoint on screen in classroom
Paper/pencils/pens for making notes (if required)
The Internet (for further research if required) 

	Introduction

Slide 1 (Title)
Slide 2 


	Introduction 

Conwy Culture Centre is a co-located building constructed in 2019 to house a museum, archive, area library, community space and café. The Centre has a large bespoke basement store housing the museum and archive collections and a team of professional library, archive and museum staff.

Conwy Culture Centre’s Museum store is filled with many objects, some of which have not been put on display. This workshop has been designed to show some of the interesting and unique objects in the store, bringing to life stories and local history through these objects. 
Pupils will become history detectives and use their enquiry and investigation skills to explore the objects, find out about their local heritage and ask questions about what they see.

What is a museum?

What is a museum store? 

Why do we have some objects on display and some in the store?
Notes for the teacher:
A museum is a place which looks after objects from the past and puts some on display. Museum staff research and care for these objects for future generations. 
A museum store is a place where objects which have been donated or found are kept in a special environment which helps protect them and look after them for the future.

There are more objects than display space so objects might be put on display to support an exhibition, to talk about a particular theme or as part of an event. 

	Main activities
Slide 3
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	Task 1 Mystery Objects
Historians can ask a lot of questions about an object to try to find out more about it. The store is full of mystery objects which can tell a number of stories about the past and local history. 
As a class investigate one object together and then discuss in small groups the other objects.
Washing machine (Do not say what it is) 

What is it made from?

What is it used for?

Who might use it?

Is it big or small? 
What do you think it is?
Washing machine: Hotpoint was invented in America by Earl Richardson. Hotpoint washing machines came to the United Kington in the 1920s. This washing machine was made between 1925-30.  Hotpoint set up factories in the local area such as Llandudno Junction. The factory closed in 1994.
Mystery objects

The images will come up first and then the answers. Start by asking pupils to guess what the objects are.
In groups of 3 or 4 guess what the object is and answer the questions:
What is it made from?

What is it used for?

Who might use it?

Is it big or small? 
What do you think it is?
What more do you want to find out?
The objects are:
1. Roman coin: Vespasian 69-71 AD
2. Apricot computer 1984
3. TV 1953
4. Weight 1882

5. Mining, early 20th Century 

6. I’m a Celeb Star 2020

Create a story around one of the objects and report back to the class.
Think about how you might find out more information about the objects. 
Object descriptions and information:
Roman coin: Vespasian 69-71 AD

Vespasian (born Titus Flavius Vespasianus) was Roman emperor from 69 to 79 AD, almost 2 thousand years ago. He was known to have brought stability to Italy as well as planning great building projects. During his reign Legion XX fought against the Brigantes in Northern England.
Apricot computer 1984
This computer was made in 1984 and was designed for small businesses and home use in the United Kingdom. This computer was used by a family in Llanfairfechan. The F1 keyboard used infra-red to communicate with the main system unit.   A 9v battery was needed inside the keyboard to power it, and the black plastic panel on the front of the computer hid an IR sensor.  For situations where direct line of sight between keyboard and computer wasn't possible, Apricot provided a 'light pipe' - a plastic fibre-optic cable that could be plugged into the keyboard and the PC.
TV 1953
The TV was invented in the 1920s by John Logie Baird from Scotland. This would probably have shown black and white programmes as colour tv did not become widely used until the 1960s. This TV was used by a family in Colwyn Bay.
Weight 1882
In Britain, weights and measurements became standardised by the Weights and Measures Act of 1824. This was important to ensure consistency in how things were weighed and measured in trade throughout the country. Products that needed to be weighed and measured were items such as food and drink. This weight was used in the counties of North Wales.
Mining object, early 20th Century 

An explosives reel from the mining industry. Gunpowder was relied on to help the workers get at important ores in rocks and under the ground through the use of explosions. This reel was used to control when the explosion happened and to help protect the workers.

I’m a Celeb Star 2020
In 2020 I’m a Celebrity…Get Me Out of Here was filmed for the first time at Gwrych Castle in Abergele, Wales because of the COVID-19 pandemic travel restrictions. Gwrych Castle’s courtyard was the main outdoor area for the celebrities, this is where the celebrities could do their chores and have access to the Telegraph. The courtyard was also home to the privy which replaced the ‘dunny’ used in the Australian set. Giovanna Fletcher won the 20th series.  

Task 2 Places

Kendrick’s Cave 

Archaeologists can find a number of objects in one place. In the store we have objects from a place called Kendrick’s Cave, where objects were found from thousands of years ago. Kendrick’s Cave is in Llandudno 

Show picture of map and images of Kendrick’s Cave.
Here are some of the bones found in Kendrick’s Cave. 
What do you think happened here?
The bones are: 
Ovis Jaw (type of sheep)

Bison bone 

Wild Boar jaw

Cows tooth 

Dolphin Jaw 

Horse molar

Human bones were also found.

In groups look at the evidence and come up with a theory as to what happened at Kendrick’s cave. Use the questions below to help you.
What are the objects made from?
Which animals do they come from?

Why would those animal bones be in the cave?

Why would there be human bones in the cave?

What can the objects tell you about life in Llandudno in the Stone Age?
What else do you want to know? 

Report back to the class 

Was it easier to come up with a theory having a specific place and time period?
Kendricks cave information:
Kendrick’s cave was used by hominins during the Paleolithic era which started 3.3 million years ago. This is known as the early Stone Age and lasted until the last Ice Age, 12,000 years ago. Around 2.7 million years ago during this age was the time when people were first thought to have started to use stone tools. 
During the Victorian Period, Thomas Kendrick, a local who used the cave as a workshop where he cut and polished beach pebbles to sell, tried to enlarge the cave and found evidence of human and animal bones. He put these on display and the cave became a well-known tourist attraction.
In the 1970s archaeologists excavated Kendrick's Cave and found many bones, tools and pottery had been buried in these caves. Seashells and animal bones, including bison, ox, horse, sheep and goat were found. There were also tools including a stone axe head, bits of flint - probably used for making arrow heads or fish hooks - and pot boilers – stones that were heated up in the fires and then put into water for cooking food. 
Bone Tally

Here is an interesting object found in Kendrick’s cave. Marks have been made on a bone from a deer.

What is a tally?

What do you think these marks are?

Information on bone tally’s in Kendrick’s Cave:

Archaeologists have found zigzag patterns on the bones of roe deer. They also found a horse jawbone with a zigzag pattern which has been dated to about 13,500 years old. These are thought to be tally’s to help people keep count of something. Tallies may have been used to record animals they have hunted, keep track of days and seasons or may have been worn for decoration.

Extra information about bones found:
Human bones were also found in the cave. Bones can tell us about the people who lived in the past and what their lives were like. The lower arm of one skeleton shows that the person had once had a wound but that it had healed. The bones also tell us that these people were healthy and well fed.

Places

Llys Euryn 
In the store we have objects from a place called Llys Euryn, where a Tudor house was built. 
Show picture of Llys Euryn and location map.
Here are a selection of objects found at Llys Euryn from the archaeological digs which took place. 
The objects are: 
Pottery shards

Red pottery handle

Shells

Moulded ceiling plaster

Tudor brick

Tudor ring

Lead shot/musket ball

Clay pipe 

In groups look at the evidence and come up with a theory as to what happened at Llys Euryn. 
What do you think this Tudor house was like?

Who might have lived there?

What type of life did they lead? 

What are the objects made from?

What else do you want to know? 

Report back to the class 

Was it easier to come up with a theory having a specific place and time period?

Llys Euryn information:
Today Llys Euryn consists of a ruinous building with the remains of three storeys still visible. It is thought that the earliest building may be from the 13th century, the court of Ednyfed Fychan. Most of the remains are from a grand fortified house built in the early-mid 15th century for Robin ap Gruffudd Goch of Graianllyn, south of Mochdre. People lived in the house until the mid 18th century when it became ruinous. Throughout history the home was known as Bryn Euryn, taken from the name of the hill on which it stands. Excavations took place in the 1940s by Norman Tucker which revealed fireplaces but few archaeological finds, and those mostly from the 17th century. A further excavation took place in the 1990s by Wrexham Archaeology Service where pottery, Tudor bricks and plaster ceiling was found.
Task 3 
Events
Eisteddfod

The Eisteddfod dates back to 1176, when Lord Rhys hosted the first known event at Cardigan Castle which included competitions in poetry and music. The modern National Eisteddfod of Wales began in 1861, the first event held in Aberdare. It celebrates Welsh literature, music, and performance.

What are these objects?

What do these objects tell us about the Eisteddfod?

Objects:

Eisteddfod crown 1929 

Eisteddfod chair 1898

Eisteddfod cup 1928 

What time period are these objects from?

What do you already know about the Eisteddfod?
What can the objects tell you about the Eisteddfod’s of the past?
What is interesting about them?

What else would you like to find out?

Make sure pupils use all evidence when reporting back. 
Report back to the class 

Events 
Urdd Eisteddfod 
The Urdd National Eisteddfod started in 1929 in Corwen. This is an event for contestants aged between 7 and 24 years old with competitions in singing, recitation, art, composition, dance and music. It is usually held the last week in May annually. 
Urdd plants information:
These pages are from a book of 60 types of leaves collected throughout Conwy County, primarily the Abergele area.

The book was entered in a competition as part of the Urdd Eisteddfod Machynlleth in 1932. The creator is known as ‘Doctor Dail’ which translates to ‘Leaf Doctor’ as they signed their name as this on the book. The book features both Welsh and English traditional plant names which is important because many of these Welsh traditional names have fallen out of use, so it is a brilliant record of the Welsh language.

Why is this piece of evidence important?

What does it tell us about the Urdd Eisteddfod?
What other types of competitions are there in the Urdd Eisteddfod?
Pupils could:

Research the Urdd Eisteddfod and the types of event run

Plan and run their own Urdd Eisteddfod

Make medals or crowns to award those who have won
Do you recognise any of the plants?

Pupils could go outside into their playground and sketch and label the plants they find. 

Are any of the plants still the same?



	Slides 12-15
Plenary


	Conwy Culture Centre Museum Store Quiz
Can pupils guess which object is hidden behind the squares? Get children to pick numbers and guess.
Plenary

How do you find out about the past?
Why is the Conwy Culture Centre Museum store important? 
What have you learnt today?

What have you enjoyed the most? 

	Resources 
	People, places and Events PowerPoint 
The Internet 

Paper and pencils/pens if recording information




